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� reciprocal relationship�
� social networks v.s. social 
media (interaction v.s. 
consumption...�

� design evolutio�
� what exactly makes a 
social network, a social 
network�

� more on decentralized 
networks
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Introduction to diy social 
Networks

� When we think of social networks, we often think of big social 
media platforms like Twitter, Instagram, Facebook, etc�

� But what should social networks be at their core? Connecting with 
others, cultivating and maintaining relationships. Sharing updates 
and interacting with people�

� How can you participate in social networks and reap the benefits 
(create and maintain relationships) without experiencing the cons 
(data security and privacy concerns, having your attention and time 
sold for ads)�

� The answer may lie in running your own social spaces!





DARIUS KAZEMI – ”RUN YOUR OWN 
SOCIAL”

� Kazem�
� Recommends hosting own space with small group of people to 

create tight knit community with hyper-specific norm�
� You have the control! Brings the power back to the people. 

#softwareforpeople�
� Ultimately, it’s about community-building! Social networks 

should facilitate participation in a communit�
� Having a technical understanding of web skills can help us 

create online spaces that achieve these original goals, keep out 
things we don’t wan�

� Mastodon – decentralized social media platform, free and open-
source software. Users can independently run their own server�

� For those who want to check it out: https://runyourown.social/

https://runyourown.social/


--> OUR PROJECT

how can we apply these 
principles in creating a new 
social networking site?



Applying these principles in 
building our own app...

� Relies on user-generated content. Powered by the people�
� People can share updates – personal feelings, thought�

� e.g. “help I’ve been locked in this study room for an hour�
� People can share information and lear�

� e.g. “this cafe has horrible matcha,” “this library has a clean 
bathroom�

� Has a limitation which makes it fun (you must physically go to a 
certain place to ‘pick up’ a note�

� Enables people to control the environment in which someone 
reads their messages (e.g. send someone a love letter in a forest�

� A fun way for people to leave little digital messages for friends or 
for the public! Digital-physical interaction!
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